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Music and Literacy: 

A Research Base

Learning Transfer
ïMultiple studies have suggested a strong relationship between the 

study of music and performance on standardized tests in reading.

ï Just as children hear and speak language before learning to read 
and write text, students in a music classroom listen to and play 
music before learning to read and write music.

Engagement
ïOne study found an increase in the participation of reading 

activities and an increase in correct responses on reading related 
questions after elementary students attended two twenty-minute 
guitar sessions three days each week for one month.

ï Another researcher ascertained that student attitudes toward 
reading, as well as confidence in their reading ability, generally 
improved with the integration of music and reading activities.



Music and Literacy: 

A Research Base

Aural Discrimination
ï Studies have found that the sense of steady pulse and rhythm 

increase a studentôs phonological awareness including rhyme and 

alliteration. 

ï Additional research confirms that the use of songs can aid in the 

realization of phonemic awareness, while another study discovered 

that knowledge of nursery rhymes was strongly related to 

phonological awareness.

Visual Discrimination
ï Visual discrimination tasks utilized in reading are also practiced in 

music activities. For example, tracking is used when reading printed 

music and performing on barred instruments.
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Sakes Alive! A Cattle Drive

Cattle drive! Cattle drive!

What do we do? Itôs a cattle drive.

Should we run or should we stay?

Oh, no. Itôs a cattle drive.
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